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Welcome
Commitment to Continued Formation
St. Mary Catholic School continues to assist parents in 
helping their children to grow in knowledge, wisdom and 
virtue so that our young people develop into adults who 
are both happy and holy as they fulfill their God-given 
potential.  

The purpose of this handbook is to provide a framework 
of information and supports to continue academic and 
spiritual growth for students through eLearning and 
experiences. Although the campus is temporarily closed, 
St. Mary School continues as we engage students with 
experiences that advance the planned learning program 
and help them to stay connected with teachers and 
classmates. These learning experiences offer authentic 
opportunities to focus on key concepts, knowledge, and 
skills in order to successfully earn a completion grade and 
complete grade level expectations. These experiences 
emphasize interaction and creativity, involving a balance 
of on-screen and off-screen tasks that help connect to 
previous learning and the current curriculum. 

Psalm 121:1-2:  I lift up my eyes to the mountains - where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth



Educating the Whole 
Child

Although distance/e-learning looks different, St. Mary is 
committed to continuing to educate the entire child;  
Mind, Body and Soul. 

Faith, Family and Friendships are what make us who we 
are as children of God.  We must continue to be present 
for each other so we don’t lose our connectedness as a 
community. 

Through this new form of distance learning, students 
will have opportunities to see and speak with each other, 
teachers will continue to form students academically 
and spiritually and parents will have the opportunity to 
be engaged through virtual parent meetings. 

Shaping Hearts and Minds in the 
Service of Christ

Isaiah 40:31  They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they 
will soar on eagles’ wings;  They will run and not grow weary, walk and 

not grow faint.



This form of learning is something no one had anticipated.  
That being said, there is nothing we can’t do without each 
other and our Lord.  There are going to be hurdles in the 
road, but the partnership between parent, teacher and 
student will be the agent needed to smooth the road. 

This is a marathon not a sprint.  Walk through this with 
your children.  If the demands of your work and school 
become too tasking for your family, reach out and let your 
child’s teacher know.  The staff is here to help, stay 
connected. 

It can be very tempting to stay in your pajamas all day but 
one key to productivity is starting off each school day in the 
same manner and keeping to a schedule.  This continuity 
provides structure for your child as well as lays out the 
expectations for the day.  Try to keep your children on their 
regular bedtime schedule and wake up schedule with a 
shower and breakfast every morning in order to put their 
best foot forward each day. 

Along with a schedule, creating a distraction free 
workspace is a great idea to promote productivity and 
focus. 

Monitoring your child’s progress through this new style of 
learning is extremely important.  Teachers will send out 
agendas the evening before each school day.  Review those 
agendas with your children at the beginning of each day and 
then revisit at the end of the day to ensure activities are 
completed.  Checking PowerSchool as well as your child’s 
GoogleClassroom will provide you insight into the 
completion and scoring of your child’s activities, projects 
and assessments. 

Parent Suggestions
Partnering with Teachers

Dad’s Breakfast

Distraction Free Work Space

Creating a Daily Schedule

Take a Moment and Breathe

Monitor Progress

Proverbs 22:6  Train the young in the way they should go;  even when old, they will not swerve from it.



We encourage all of our parents to work with your children 
but we ask that you not take over their assignments or 
projects.  When teachers provide assessments, we ask the 
parents let the students complete the assessment on their 
own without the help of internet resources or the help of 
their parent. 

Many of your teachers provide classroom “jobs” for the 
students.  We encourage you to do the same if your child 
does not already have established chores around the house.   
This can provide them with a sense of importance and 
ability to feel part of your family team.  Research indicates 
that “children who do have a set of chores have higher self-
esteem, are more responsible and are better able to deal 
with frustration and delay gratification, all of which 
contribute to greater success in school.” 

Who wouldn’t benefit from a couple extra endorphins these 
days!  The weather is beginning to look a little more like 
spring every day.  Go out, get some fresh air and enjoy the 
sun on your face (as much as we can in Michigan)!  Exercise 
is a stress reducer which we can all benefit from during this 
new form of education. 

Start and end your day with family prayer.  This is a great 
time for families to share in their love of our Lord and 
Savior.  During this time of uncertainty, we cling to our faith 
to help us walk through the darkness.  Trust that God will 
see your family and our community through amazing and 
tragic times.  Pray! Pray! Pray! 

Parent Suggestions
Student Work

Dad’s Breakfast

Pray! Pray! Pray!

Exercise with your kids!

Positive Contributions to Housework

Proverbs 22:6  Train the young in the way they should go;  even when old, they will not swerve from it.



“We are not there yet!”  This is new for everyone and we will  
hit bumps in the road, but that is all they are, bumps.  The 
students of St. Mary School can do anything if they put 
their minds to it as well as continue to cultivate the virtue 
of Perseverance.  When you do struggle, say something.  Tell 
your parents, tell your teacher, tell a classmate but know, 
we are not there yet!  We will get there together.  We just 
need to take one step at a time. 

Do your best to stay organized.  Review your agendas at the 
beginning and end of each day to make sure you have 
completed what is needed as well as ask questions on things 
that were too difficult or you struggled on.  Look over your 
Google Classroom subject areas to ensure you know what is 
assigned and when things are due.  Keep a “to do” list of 
things you need to accomplish each day. 

Make sure you are taking frequent breaks, getting up from 
your work area and moving around. These next couple of 
months are going to be a marathon, not a sprint so take 

your time.  Try to create tasks that need to be completed 
and then, when you have completed a task, take a quick 5-10 
minute break.  Then, start the next task. 

                                                                                                                               
Set up an area that will be designated for school work only.  
Keep this area free from any other distractions during the 
school week. 

Do your best to attend all zoom meetings and actively 
participate.  Listen to your teacher and fellow students.  
Ask and answer questions appropriately.  Zoom meetings 
are meant to support you and your classmates as learners 
not to show off or try to distract from the common goal of 
academic growth.  Be part of the team!  Help everyone to 
grow in understanding. 

Keep a Growth Mindset

Organization

Take A Break

Work Station 

Actively Participate 

Student Suggestions

Matthew 19:14  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”



Agendas

Teachers will send out agendas the night 
before each assigned day of instruction.  
Students and parents should review the 
agendas that night or the next morning 
as a way to prepare for the academic 
day.  Use the agenda as a guide to 
creating your schedule for the day.  Make 
sure to schedule in large breaks as well 
as frequent small ones.

1 Corinthians 14:40 …but everything must be done properly and in order



Create a Schedule

Juggling a parent’s work schedule and 
distance learning is difficult and a 
schedule can be a great tool to ease some 
of the stress that families will experience 
during this time.  A schedule can provide 
a family a concrete plan that will increase 
everyones focus and efficiency as well as 
help to create great behaviors of time 
management in our children. 

1 Corinthians 14:40 …but everything must be done properly and in order



Zoom Schedule
Grade level Zoom meetings provide an opportunity for the 
students and teachers to interact socially as well as 
academically.  These scheduled times are of great value for 
the students to ask questions, gain clarification on 
assignments as well as feel the sense of community as a 
class.   

These meetings will be recorded and placed in Google 
Classroom or can be emailed to you by request for you or 
your child to gain access if unable to attend the live 
stream. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday Zoom times will 
stay consistent week to week.  (see schedule to the right) 

Thursday Zoom schedule is altered due to Children’s Mass 
being streamed at 10:00am every Thursday (see schedule 
on next page).  The streaming of all masses can be viewed 
via our parish website, www.stmarycharlotte.org. 



Zoom Schedule cont.



Expectations During 
Zoom

• Once accepted into the meeting from the waiting room, students must remain muted while waiting for class to start 

• Student will need to rename themselves to ensure only their first name or nickname is showing 

• Cameras on and mics muted until teacher unmutes 

• Free from distractions in the back ground 

• Located in a learning environment - not laying in bed 

• Eat before or after zoom meetings 

• Use the chat feature only to ask the teacher questions 

• Represent yourself in a positive, Christ like way 

Classroom Zoom meetings are a precious time and need to be 
conducted with behavior expectations so all students and the 
teacher can get the most out of the short amount of time 
scheduled.  Below are the behavior expectations needed in 
classroom Zoom meetings

Romans 8:14  For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God



In Need of Assistance
If you or your child is in need of assistance please reach out 
to your child’s teacher.  They are here for you and want to 
support you in any way they can during this distance 
learning. Below are ways to gain support from the teaching 
staff at St. Mary School. 

1.  Students can ask questions during their scheduled zoom 
meetings 

2. Students and parents can email teachers using their 
school issued email address.  Teachers will do their very 
best to answer emails sent to them during the school 
day (8:45am - 3:35pm) within an hour or two of the time 
they appear in their inbox.  Emails delivered after school 
hours will be responded to by the next school day if not 
sooner. 

3. Mrs. Grove is a wiz at answering questions.  If you need 
clarification on communications that have come from St. 
Mary School, please contact Mrs. Grove at 
dgrove@stmarycharlotte.org 

4. After seeking the assistance of your child’s teacher or 
Mrs. Grove and you feel as though you are in need of 
additional support, please feel free to email Mrs. Wildern 
at mwildern@stmarycharlotte.org. 

2 Timothy 1:7  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

mailto:mwildern@stmarycharlotte.org
mailto:mwildern@stmarycharlotte.org




In his message for the 
48th World 
Communications Day, 
Pope Francis said that 
technology is a “Gift 
from God.”  The Pope 

challenged the Church to use this tool to promote 
the faith, asking how communication can “be at the 
service of an authentic culture of encounter?” 

St. Mary Catholic School is committed to academic 
honesty and integrity with its eLearning community. 
In order to foster one’s intellectual and character 
development, independent thought, and respect for 
the thoughts of others must take place. All forms of 
cheating, plagiarism, disruption, or inappropriate 
conduct are unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
Parents will be notified if there is a discipline issue 
with a student. We use information and technology 
in safe, legal, and responsible ways.

Scholar’s eLearning Pledge 

1. I pledge to seek the truth and to love all that is 
good and beautiful.
2. I will strive to achieve clarity of thought, nobility 
of character and purity of heart.
3. I will pursue my education with diligence, 
humility, and sincerity; embracing excellence and 
renouncing mediocrity, and encourage others to do 
the same.
4. I will treat my teachers and peers with the 
utmost dignity and respect in all of my 
communications.
5. I will honor myself and my family by giving my 
best effort daily, in my school work and contributing 
at home.
6. I will honor God by developing the gifts He has 
given me, completing my own work to the best of 
my ability.
7. Above all, I will aspire to the wisdom of a life 
lived in faith, hope, and charity; fulfilling my destiny 
as a child of God.

Student eLearning Pledge

3 John 1:4  Nothing gives me greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
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